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PASRR Components
Level I (broad screening)

¶Applies to every admission to every Medicaid certified NF
¶Is there any suspicion of disability? 

Level II (comprehensive evaluation and determination)
¶Individualized & comprehensive 
¶Confirms or disconfirms  suspected disability 
¶Makes placement recommendations: Is NF the most appropriate 

placement ?
¶Makes treatment recommendations

Report and notifications
¶Legal document with placement and treatment ramifications 
¶Must be timely and explain the PASRR outcome
¶After notification, the individual or family may appeal any adverse 

decision

Follow -up assessments
¶Many names, same requirements : resident review, targeted 

resident review, PASRR change in status, PASRR change of 
condition
¶PASRR laws insure that individuals admitted to the NF continue to 

be monitored for placement and treatment appropriateness
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If the Level I indicates suspicion of a PASRR 

condition:

ÅMust be referred for Level II activity or be exempted / 
excluded from PASRR by PASRR authority 

ÅAll PASRR activity must be completed before NF 
admission 

ÅAt a minimum, two PASRR determinations must be 
made. These are whether the person: 

ſNeeds NF level of care

ſRequires PASRR specialized or specialized rehabilitative 
services
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Exemption and categorical determinations

ÅThe two PASRR decisions may be made either:

ſIndividually after review and evaluation of information 
regarding the individualôs status and needs

ſCategorically if there is sufficient documentation that the 
individual meets key criteria under regulation 

ÅThere are 9 federal options for NF admission without a 
full Level II PASRR evaluation 

ſSome options identify that NF is needed

ſSome determine that PASRR specialized services are not
needed

ſSome have well defined time limits for approval for NF 
stays
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Federal options for NF admission without a full 

Level II evaluation :

ÅOne PASRR exemption
¶Exempted Hospital Discharge

ÅOne exclusion of from PASRR population due to advanced dementia 
with SMI

¶Primary Dementia and MI  (Not correctly referred to as an exemption)

Å7 identified PASRR categorical decisions
¶Serious illness

¶Terminal illness

¶Provisional delirium

¶Provisional emergency

¶Respite

¶Convalescent stay

¶Dementia and MR
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Exemption, exclusion, categorical 

One PASRR exemption 

ſdelays Level II activity until after the 30 day period

One exclusion of from PASRR population due to 
advanced dementia with SMI  

ſessentially can be a negative Level I or a negative 
Level II finding, needs to be documented and the 
basis for the finding explained and notification made

7 identified PASRR categorical decisions 

ſthese constitute shortened Level II activities

6



Categorical decisions and exemptions 
apply to people with Level II conditions 
as a way to expedite decisions regarding 
a personôs needs when a full Level II 
assessment is not necessary
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Exempted hospital discharge 

Criteria:

ſAdmission to an NF from a hospital after 
receiving acute medical care

ſThe admission is to treat the same 
medical condition treated at the hospital

ſThe attending physician has certified that 
the stay is unlikely to exceed 30 calendar 
days

ſThe individual medically needs NF 
services
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Exempted hospital discharge 

ÅPermits admission to the NF with no 
further pre -admission evaluation activity

ÅTime limited NF approval:  A full Level II 
evaluation must be completed on or before 
the 40th calendar day from the individualôs 
admission to the NF

ÅRequire notice but no Level II write up or 
recommendations

Å483.106(a)(2)
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Exclusion from PASRR: Primary dementia

ÅInvoked only when dementia co-occurs with serious 
mental illness and:

ſDementia is both primary and advanced

ſSuch that the mental illness will not likely be the 
primary focus of treatment attention again for the 
individual

ÅThe burden is on the referral source to clearly support 
and document that the dementia is both advanced and 
will remain primary over the mental health diagnosis

ſRegulation considers the individual with advanced 
dementia to not have SMI for PASRR purposes

ÅIf any doubt, a Level II evaluation must be conducted
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Exclusion from PASRR: Primary dementia 

ÅPermits admission to the NF with no further PASRR 
evaluation activity indicated.  However: 

ÅNovember 30, 1992 FR 56455, 56458  States are 
required to: 

ſlook beyond diagnostic labels 

ſtake reasonable measures to assure that diagnoses are 
accurate

ſlook behind the determinations made to assure that 
inappropriate dementia diagnoses were not routinely 
used to avoid the need for review

Å483.102(b);  483.128
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Allow the state to 

decide, by virtue of 

the person fitting 

into a category,

that: 

NF is approved, or, 

Specialized disability 

services are not 

necessary
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PASRR Categorical decisions:
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PASRR decisions permitted through categorical decisions:

13

Categorical Decisions  permitted 
based on category

Decision to be made 
based on individual data

Severe Illness NF is needed Are specializedservices
needed?

Terminal illness NF is needed Are specializedservices
needed?

Provisional 
Delirium

NF is needed and specialized
services are not needed

none

Provisional 
Emergency

NF is needed and specialized
services are not needed

none

Respite NF is needed and specialized
services are not needed

none

Convalescent NF is needed Are specializedservices
needed?

Dementia and MR Specializedservices are not 
needed

Is NF needed?

Other state 
categorical

Must specify Must specify
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